The Season After Pentecost

St. George’s Church  Glenn Dale, Maryland
The Episcopal Diocese of Washington

The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
July 5, 2020
Prelude: America the Beautiful by Samuel A. Ward, arr. Jenifer Cook
Welcome and Introduction
Opening Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #616 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

James Montgomery. Tune German folk tune. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323

Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People:
Glory to God for ever and ever.
All pray together: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Gloria: MHSO Amen, We Praise Your Name

Reprinted under OneLicese.net #A-701323

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray: O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you
and our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our
whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
O God who calls us to love kindness and do justice, in the midst of violence and injustice in
our country we pray that you grant us grace to fearlessly contend against the evils of
racism, and that you give us strength and courage to stand against oppression in our
words and in our deeds, through Jesus Christ our strength and our guide. Amen.
Zechariah 9:9-12
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He
will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall
be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and
from the River to the ends of the earth.
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from
the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will
restore to you double. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 145:8-15
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and of great kindness.
You lift up those who are bowed down, O God.
You LORD are loving to all of us: and your compassion is over all your works.
All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your servants will bless your name.
You lift up those who are bowed down, O God.
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They shall make known the glory of your kingdom: and speak of your power;
So that all may know of your mighty deeds: and the glorious splendor of your presence.
You lift up those who are bowed down, O God.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; and your dominion endures from age to age.
You lift up those who are bowed down, O God.
For you O God are faithful in all of your words, and merciful in all of your deeds.
You uphold those who stumble: and lift up those who are bowed down.
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling to one another,
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” The Word of the Lord. People:
Thanks be to God.

The Sermon:

The Rev. Connie Reinhardt
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Prayers in Thanksgiving for Our National Life in honor of Independence Day
Almighty God, giver of all good things: We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this
land. They restore us, though we often destroy them.
We pray O God that you would heal us.
We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They make us rich, though we often exploit
them. We pray O God that you would forgive us.
We thank you for all who have made this country strong. They are models for us, though we often
fall short of them. We pray O God that you would inspire us.
We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It has drawn people from
every nation, though we have often hidden from its light.
We pray O God that you would enlighten us.
4

We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. It sustains our life, though we
have been faithless again and again.
We pray O God that you would renew us.
O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful hearts the people of our country
who in the day of decision ventured much for the liberties we now enjoy. Grant that we may not
rest until all the people of this land share the benefits of true freedom and gladly accept its
disciplines.
And we pray O God that you would strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance and prejudice,
and to abolish poverty and crime. And hasten the day when all would act in ways that glorify you.
This we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Confession and Absolution
Celebrant: Now let us confess our sins to God. Silence is kept.
People:

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will
in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in
the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we
have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only
your will. Amen.

Celebrant:

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon and forgiveness of all your sins,
the will for amendment of life, and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Announcements and Blessings for Birthdays & Anniversaries
We are hoping to be able to meet for in-person worship at St.
George's later in July, contingent on our Regathering Plan getting
approval from the bishop and having enough volunteer ushers,
cleaning assistants, tech support, and altar guild support. If you
are willing to help in any of these ways, please email Roy Peterson
at rpeterson@avtekstaffing.com
Whenever we begin in-person services, parishioners will still be
able to participate virtually in Sunday worship.
This week we hold Evening Prayer at 6:00 pm on Tuesday and
Thursday. Compline will be at 8:00 pm on Wednesday. See the
Calendar on the parish website for Zoom information about each
of these services.
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Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #347 Go Forth for God

John Raphael Peacey. Litton, Erik Routely. ©1984 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #a-701323

Prayers for Communion in Spirit
Celebrant: Though we are separated from one another spatially, we remain connected to each
other in heart and spirit as we contemplate the real presence of Christ in our midst. We
remember that Christ is truly present with us, not only in bread and wine, but in our daily lives.
Through this period of our physical separation, we fast from a literal participation in the sharing
of communion, while also knowing that we receive the presence of Christ through our desire to
share the sacrament. In that spirit let us pray:

Jesus, I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Though
we cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into
my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you.
Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
Instrumental Meditation – Amber Waves by Christopher Goldston
The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant: And now in the Spirit of Christ, we pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son
our Lord, who calls us to take his yoke upon us, and find our rest in him. We offer to you our
humble thanks and praise for the blessings we have received this day through our worship of
you; we pray that the week to come may be spent in your presence; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
May God give you grace to risk something big for something good, and grace to remember that the
world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for anything but Love.
And may the blessing of God who created us, Christ Jesus who brings us new life, and the Holy
Spirit who guides and sustains us be with you now and remain with you always. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: Hymnal 1982 # 719 America the Beautiful

Katherine Lee Bates and Samuel Augustine Ward. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #a-701323

Dismissal
Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God
and our neighbor.
People: Thanks be to God!
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