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Celebrating St. Francis 
 

St. George’s Church • Glenn Dale Parish  
The Episcopal Diocese of Washington 

 

October 6, 2024 
A Service of Holy Eucharist 

 
Welcome to St. George’s! If you are new or visiting, we are especially glad to see you this morning,  

whether in person or virtually. This service booklet has the prayers and hymns needed for your participation in today’s 
service. Wherever you are in your journey, know that you are welcome here. You may notice a creation theme in this 

week's liturgy. This is part of the Episcopal Church's commitment to Creation Care, and so this month some of our 
prayers and hymns reflect this theme. 

 
Prelude: Cwm Rhondda 
Music: John Hughes. Arranged: Robert J. Powell 
 
 

Opening Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #412 Earth and all stars 
Words: Herbert F. Brokering (b. 1926) Music: Earth and All Stars, David N. Johnson (b. 1922) Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 

 

 
 
Celebrant: Let every creature in heaven, on earth, in the sea and in the depths,  

give praise, glory, and honor. 
 
People: Blessing to Christ who suffered so much for us and  

who gave us so many good things. (St. Francis, Letter to the Faithful) 
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All pray together: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
My Heart Sings Out # 34 Amen, we praise your name (sung three times) 
Words and Music: Masithi South African Hymn © 1983 Lumko Institute. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray together the Collect of the Day:  
 
May the power of your love, Lord Christ, fiery and sweet as honey, wean our hearts from 
all that is under heaven, so that we may die for love of your love, who were so good as to 
die for love of our love. Amen. 
(The Absorbeat, a prayer attributed to St. Francis) 
 
The people may be seated. 
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Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12 
 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom 
he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s 
very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much 
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 

Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. But 
someone has testified somewhere, 
 

 “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
 or mortals, that you care for them? 
 You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 
 you have crowned them with glory and honor, 
 subjecting all things under their feet.” 
 

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not 
yet see everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made 
lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, 
so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
 

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For 
the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus 
is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying, 
 

 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
 in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle of the Creatures by St. Francis of Assisi 
 
To You, Most High, all praises be sung. Honor and glory, blessings are yours. 
 Sing out God's praises, Brother Sun. You warm our days and give us your light. 
Sing Sister Moon and shimmering stars. Precious and clear, you beam through the night, 
 Sing God's praises, Brother Wind. Blow the clouds, soft and serene. 
Sing Sister Water, humble and pure. Sing Brother Fire, joyful and fierce. 
 Sing out God's praises, Mother Earth. You give us fruit and flowers that delight. 
Be praised Most High by those who forgive. Love that bears all, so patient and kind. 
 Sing God's praises, Sister Peace. Tune our hearts for charity. 
Be praised Most High by those who endure hate and injustice, all for your sake. 
 Sing out God's praises, Sister Death, in joy will we rest in heavenly light. 
To You, Most High, all praises be sung! Honor and glory, blessings are yours. 
 Sing out God's praises Little Ones. Serve with great humility.  
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At the conclusion of the canticle, all say together  
 

Glory to God, Source of all being, Eternal Word, and Holy Spirit;  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 
Gospel Hymn: Gather #526 Peace is Flowing Like a River 
Folk tune arranged by Dianne Kodner. © 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 

    2. Joy is flowing like a river, 
    3. Faith is flowing like a river, 
    4. Hope is flowing like a river, 
    5. Love is flowing like a river, 

 
 
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
Mark 10:13–16 
 
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples 
spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little 
children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 
Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 
And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
 
Sermon: The Rev. Connie Reinhardt 
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The Creed: We Believe in God Our Creator 
Words: Nicene Creed para. Terry Doyle, TSSF. Music: 17th Century French Carol, Picardy;  
Hymnal 1982 #324 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 

 

 

 
The Prayers of the People 
 
O God, You invite all people into your grace. 
You feed us with the bread of life and bless us with living water, and to you we are grateful. With 
the woman at the well we ask you to give us the water that gushes up to eternal life and to feed us 
with your presence. And so this morning we pray saying, Lord, make us hungry. 
 
For your Word and for your Spirit, Lord, make us hungry. 
For the bread of life, Lord, make us hungry. 
For understanding and compassion, Lord, make us hungry. 
For freedom, justice and peace, Lord, make us hungry. 
For an equal sharing of your good gifts, Lord, make us hungry. 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ said, “If you then, who are broken, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will God give good things to those who ask!” So today we turn to the 
Jesus again and say: Lord, fill us. 
 
With your hope and strength, Lord, fill us. 
With your boundless love and self-giving, Lord, fill us. 
With the power of your death and resurrection, Lord, fill us. 
With your sensitivity to the needs of others, Lord, fill us. 
With trust in your will to save us all, Lord, fill us. 
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For our communities, our country, and our world, that we have responsible leaders who act for 
the well being of the most vulnerable, we pray: Lord, make us bread broken for others. 
 
That all may be fed and none go hungry, and that we serve the poor, those in any need or trouble, 
and those in need of your healing grace, especially for those on our parish prayer list and those 
we name before you now, we pray. The people may add their own petitions. Lord, make us bread 
broken for others. 
 
That you receive into your fullness all who have died, and for all those whom we love but see no 
longer, and for those who mourn, we pray. The people may add their own petitions. Lord, make 
us bread broken for others. 
 
For those caught in violence, war, and conflict, especially those in Gaza, Haiti, Sudan, and Ukraine, 
we pray for peace and healing. Where there is conflict Lord, let us sow reconciliation and love, we 
pray: Lord, make us bread broken for others. 
 
For those whose lives have been affected by recent flooding, storms, and other natural disasters, 
we pray for safety and comfort. That you may save us from our lack of concern for those 
impacted by climate change and spur us to action on behalf of your creation, we pray: Lord, 
make us bread broken for others. 
 
That we may give thanks to you not only with our lips but in our lives, and that we celebrate with 
those who have birthdays, anniversaries, and other blessings of this life, we pray: Lord, make us 
bread broken for others. 
 
We offer our prayers to you, O God, through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, in whom 
we live and move and have our being. Amen. 
 
The Confession and Absolution 
 
Celebrant: Now let us confess our sins to God. Silence is kept. 
 
All pray together: Merciful and sustaining God, we have sinned against you. We confess 
our lack of gratitude for the beauty and bounty of your creation: teach us to see that 
your earth sustains us and all that lives. We confess that we have been intemperate in 
our appetites: strengthen us in self-control. We confess that we have taken the 
abundance of your world for granted: make us urgent now for its protection. Forgive 
and renew us now through our Savior Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, with 
whom you live and reign, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon and forgiveness of all your sins, 
the will for amendment of life, and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 
Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you.  
People: And also with you.  
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Blessings for Birthdays & Anniversaries  
 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant(s) and anyone 
celebrating their birthday or anniversary this week as they begin another year. Grant that they 
may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their 
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Offertory 
 
Let us with gladness present the offerings of our life and labor to the Lord. 
 
Although St. George’s no longer physically “passes the basket” everyone is invited and encouraged to make a financial offering to 
express your gratitude to God for the gifts we are given and in support of our mission and ministries. Baskets for donations by 
check or cash are located at the corner entrances to the Sanctuary. We encourage you to give electronically: you can text* 
stgeodragon to 73256, use a web browser to go to onrealm.org/StGeorgesChurch/give, or donate via Zelle to 
donations@stgeorgesglenndale.org. (*For texts, message and data rates may apply. Message frequency varies. Text HELP to 
73256 for help. Text STOP to 73256 to cancel.) 

 
Offertory Anthem: More Love to Thee 
Words: Elizabeth Prentiss (1818-1875)) and Jeremiah Ingalls’ (1764-1838) Christian Harmony (1805) 
 Music: Arr. Tom Fettke (b. 1941) incorporating Ingalls’ Christian Harmony. 

 
More love to Thee, O Christ, more love to Thee! 
Hear Thou the prayer I make on bended knee; 

This is my earnest plea: 
More love, O Christ, to Thee, more love to Thee, more love to Thee! 

 
I love Thee, I love Thee, 

I love Thee, my Lord; 
I love Thee, my Savior; 

I love Thee, my God. 
Thy grace shall inspire both my heart and my tongue, 

Thy Name be my theme, and Thy love be my song. 
 

Once earthly joy I craved, sought peace and rest; 
Now Thee alone I seek, give what is best; 

And shall my ev-’ry breath sing out your praise; 
This be the only song my heart shall raise. 

This still my prayer shall be: 
More love, O Christ, for Thee, more love to Thee, more love to Thee! 

 
I love Thee, my Jesus. I love Thee, my Lord. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving  
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
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All Powerful, Most High, Supreme Good Lord, we praise you and thank you for bringing your light 
to the darkness of our lives. By your Word at creation you brought forth our brother sun and 
sister moon, and your loving gaze looked upon all that you had made to find it very good. But by 
sin the world was blinded; by sin we lost our way. Then through your Son you revealed the light 
of your love, that by his light we may see and become the light.  
 
And now joining with saints and angels and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we 
break forth in song to sing your joyous praise: 
 
Sanctus: LEVAS #255 Holy, Holy, Holy 
Music: Grayson Warren Brown (b. 1948), A Mass for Soulful People © 1979 North American Liturgy Resources.  
Reprinted under OneLicence.net #A-701323 

 

 

 

 

 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for Jesus, your Beloved. He was baptized in the Jordan and tested in 
the wilderness. He traveled in fishing boats and told parables of famers and seeds, labor and 
wages, yeast and bread. He gathered with friends and strangers to share your word and to share 
himself. 
 
And so we remember that on the night before he died, Jesus came to table with those he loved. 
Jesus took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this in memory of me.”  
 
When supper was ended, Jesus took a cup of wine and gave thanks to you, and passed the cup 
among his friends, saying “Take this cup and drink it, for this is my blood of the new and 
everlasting covenant. Whenever you drink it, do this in memory of me.” 
 
And now remembering Jesus’ life that he gives for all people, we offer to you, O God, this sacrifice 
of thanksgiving: We celebrate his death and resurrection as we await the day of his coming.  
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Holy One, send your Spirit on these gifts so that we know Jesus in them, together with everyone 
who shares this sacred meal of justice and community. Fill us with the courage and love of Jesus, 
that we may strive for justice and peace, respect the dignity of every human being, and safeguard 
the integrity of all creation. 
 
Bring us with all your saints to your commonwealth of sparrow and lily, of broken and 
whole, where we will praise your name forever. For All honor and glory are yours, O God, 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, now and to the ages of ages. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Celebrant: And now let us pray with confidence the words our Savior has taught us: 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The bread is broken. After a time of silence, all sing together 
 
Celebrant: This is Living Bread, given for all Creation. 
People: All who eat this bread share in Christ’s Body. 
 
Celebrant: Mindful that not all are present physically to receive the sacrament, we pray with 
those who receive spiritual Holy Communion this day: 
 
Lord Jesus, in union with your faithful people, we offer to you our praise and thanks. Since 
we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we pray that you 
come spiritually into our hearts. Strengthen us with your grace, O Lord, and let us never be 
separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come. 
Amen.  
 
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived, 
died, and rose again for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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The Communion 
 

Wherever you are on your journey, whatever you believe or don’t believe,  
know that you are welcome at this table. For this is Christ’s table, and all are welcome. 

 
If you would prefer not to receive the Eucharist, you are welcome to come up for a blessing; 

 cross your hands to your shoulders to indicate this to the priest. 
 

 
Communion Hymn 1: Gather #524 Make Me a Channel of Your Peace 
Words: Prayer of St. Francis; adapted by Sebastian Temple. Music: Sebastian Temple © 1967, 1975, 1980, Franciscan Communications. Accompaniment 
Diana Kodner, © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 
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Communion Hymn 2: NCH #32 God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale  
Words: Jaroslav Vajda. © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Music: Roeder Carl J. Schall. © 1983 G.I.A Publications 
Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 

 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
Celebrant: Most High and Supreme Eternal God, through the mystery of your presence you give 
us joy. We thank you for giving us a taste of your heavenly kingdom in the Sacrament of the Body 
and Blood of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. And now, O Lord, make us instruments of your 
peace; as we make our way into the world, help us sow your pardon, love and renewal. Empower 
us by your Holy Spirit to have mercy, to do justice, and to walk humbly with our God, following 
the examples of Francis and Clare, who with all your saints magnify your holy Name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Announcements 
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The Blessing  
 
We do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the way with us; so be 
swift to love, and make haste to be kind. Go in peace to follow the good road, and may the 
blessing of God, who creates, redeems and sustains us, be with you now and remain with you 
always. Amen. 
 
Dismissal Hymn: All Creature of our God Above 
Words: Katie Cook OEF, from the William H. Draper 1925 translation of The Canticle of the Creatures by Francis Assisi, (1182-1226)  

Music: Lasst Uns Urfreuen, from Geistliche Kirchengesang, Cologne, 1623 Arr. Ralph Vaugh Williams, 1966;. Hymnal 1982 #400.  

 
The Dismissal 
Celebrant:  Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude: Tune for Reed or Trumpet 
Music: John A. Stallsmith 


