We’ve Come This Far by Faith
The Season after Pentecost: Stewardship 2022

October 31. 2021

St. George’s Church
Glenn Dale Parish
The Episcopal Diocese of Washington
“We always give thanks to God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers,
continually remembering before God your work of faith and labor of love and steadiness of
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ” ( 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3a)
Prelude: Toccata from Toccata and Fugue in D Minor, BWV 565, by Johann Sebastian
Bach (1685-1750), arr. for piano by Philip Jones
Opening Hymn: Hymnal 1982 # 460 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!

Words: William Chatterton Dix. Music Hyfrydal, Roland Hugh Prichard. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323
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Welcome to St. George’s! We are glad to see you this morning, whether in person or virtually. Zoom participants are
encouraged to leave your video camera on or turn it off; at certain points during the service participants in the
sanctuary will see the gallery view of those taking part in the service via Zoom.

Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People:
Glory to God for ever and ever.
All pray together: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria: Hymnal 1982 #S280

Setting: Robert Powell. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us pray together the Collect of the Day: Almighty and merciful God, it is only by
your gift that your faithful people offer you true and laudable service: Grant that we may run
without stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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A Collect for Stewardship
Good and gracious God, at baptism we accepted the call to follow Jesus. As we continue to
live out that call to love, serve, pray and grow in Christ, we ask you to transform us
through the power of your Spirit and nurture in us a stewardship way of life. May we be
inspired to continue our work of faith, our labor of love, and our steadiness of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ, and may our lives be marked by prayer, service to our neighbor and
generous sharing of what we have. Amen.
Ruth 1:1-18

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of
Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The
name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two
sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went
into the country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and
she was left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and
the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, both Mahlon and
Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband.
Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had
heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had considered his people and given them food. So
she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and
they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughtersin-law, "Go back each of you to your mother's house. May the L ORD deal kindly with you, as
you have dealt with the dead and with me. The LORD grant that you may find security, each of
you in the house of your husband." Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. They said to
her, "No, we will return with you to your people." But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughters,
why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may become your
husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I
thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, would
you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my
daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the LORD has
turned against me." Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth
clung to her.
So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after
your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from
following you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my
people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die - there will I be buried. May the Lord
do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from you!” When Naomi saw
that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her.
The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God
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Psalm 146
Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
Put not your trust in rulers, not in any child of earth,
for there is no help in them.
When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help!
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises for ever;
Who gives justice to those who are oppressed,
and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the prisoners free;
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind;
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
The LORD loves the righteous;
The LORD cares for the stranger;
and sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.
The LORD shall reign for ever,
Your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!
Gospel Hymn: WLP # 831 Ubi Caritas

Words: Latin 8th century trans. Malcolm Naea Chun © Malcolm Naea Chun. Music: Jacques Berthier © 1984 Taize.
Administered by G. I. A. Publications, Inc. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Mark 12:28-34

One of the scribes came near and heard the Sadducees disputing with one another, and seeing
that Jesus answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus
answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other
commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you
have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love him with all the
heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as
oneself,’ —this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When
Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”
After that no one dared to ask him any question. The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ
The Sermon

The Rev. Connie Reinhardt

The Creed We Believe in God Our Creator

Words: Nicene Creed paraphrased by Terry Doyle TSSF. Music: 17 th Century French Carol, Piccardy; Hymnal 1982 # 324 Let All Mortal Flesh
Keep Silent. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323
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The Prayers of the People
O God, you have brought us this far by faith. We know that trusting in you and your holy word
has never failed us. You have shown us many times over that you are a God of graciousness and
generosity; and you call us to give with gratitude from what we have, knowing that everything
comes from you. For all the abundance of our lives, with faith in you we pray: Holy One, hear
our prayer.
We pray for the world, for the church, and for our community, offering our thanks and praise to
you, and asking for your guidance and wisdom. With faith in you we pray: Holy One, hear our
prayer.
You give us responsibility to govern and lead. We pray that all in authority may use their power
justly for the good of all people and of the earth. With faith in you, we pray: Holy One, hear our
prayer.

We pray for the whole church and its leaders who model faith in you. We pray for Michael our
Presiding Bishop, Mariann our Bishop, Connie our rector, Anne-Marie, Sarah and Thelma as they
offer pastoral support, and for the lay leadership and congregation of St. George’s. With faith in
you, we pray: Holy One, hear our prayer.
We pray for all who are hungry, for those caught in violence and war, for those experiencing
homelessness, and for those who suffer storms and natural disasters. We pray especially for the
families of Gaywood Elementary School and the guests of the Warm Nights program. Inspire us to
put our faith into action by serving those in need. With faith in you, we pray: Holy One, hear our
prayer.
We pray for those who are sick, and those who are in any need or trouble. We pray for those on
our parish prayer list, and for those we name now in our hearts. With faith in you, we pray: Holy
One, hear our prayer.
We pray for all who have died and for those whom we love but see no longer, and ask for your
presence with those who mourn. With faith in you, we pray: Holy One, hear our prayer.
We pray in thanksgiving as we celebrate the joys of our lives. Accept our gratitude for the
abundance of your grace, as we pray especially for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries,
and for other blessings of this life. With faith in you, we pray: Holy One, hear our prayer.
We acknowledge you, O God, as the source of all that we have and all that we are, with the sure
knowledge that it is you who has brought us this far and with you we will be able to face any
discouragement. Continue to nurture our faith and grant us the wisdom and courage to live lives
of generosity, today and always. Amen.
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The Peace
Celebrant:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements and Blessings for Birthdays & Anniversaries
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant(s) and anyone
celebrating their birthday or anniversary this week as they begin another year. Grant that they
may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Offertory
Do good works and share what you have, for these are the sacrifices pleasing to God.
Many thanks for your financial support of St. George's.We encourage you to give electronically wherever possible. You can use
your phone to text stgeodragon to 72356. Or just use your web browser to go to www.onrealm.org/StGeorgesChurch/Give. If
your bank offers Zelle, you can use your banking app to send a donation via Zelle to donations@stgeo.comcastbiz.net. There are
also baskets at the entrance and exit doors of the Sanctuary for donations of checks or cash.

Offertory Anthem: Hymnal 1982 # 382 King of Glory, King of Peace

Words: George Herbert. Music: General Seminary, David Charles Walker. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323
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The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues:
It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, holy God,
creator of heaven and earth, and author of all good gifts. You are the source of light and life; you
made us in your image, and called to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
In this new life, Jesus calls us to the work of faith, to labor in love of him, and to the
steadiness of hope we find in his life, death, and resurrection. Therefore we praise you,
lifting our voices with all creation as we sing:

Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy Levas # 255

Music: Grayson Warren Brown (b. 1948), A Mass for Soulful People © 1979 North American Liturgy Resources.
Hymns reprinted under OneLicence.net #A-
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The Celebrant continues:
We thank you, loving God, because when we turned away from you, you did not reject us but sent
us Jesus, your Son. In his life, he revealed to us the way of compassion; before he was handed
over to suffering and death he embodied for us self-giving love as he washed the feet of his
disciples; in his laying down his life for his friends, he opened for us the way of new life. He gave
himself for us on the cross, and continues to show us the way to live in love.
And so we remember that on the night that Jesus was betrayed, he gathered with his faltering
friends for a meal that tasted of freedom. Calling them to his table, Jesus took bread, gave thanks,
broke it, shared it with them and said: “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this to
remember me.” In the same way after supper he took the cup, blessed and shared it saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, whenever you drink it, to remember me.”
It is the mystery of our faith, O God, that with this bread and this cup we celebrate his love,
his death, his risen life.
And now we ask you, O God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts of bread and wine, that they
may be for us Christ's body and blood. As you feed us with these gifts, we pray that you send
your Holy Spirit upon us also, that we may more closely live and walk in the way of Jesus, our
Savior.
Help us to love one another, to give generously to those in need, to welcome the stranger,
and to give rest to the weary, as we look forward to that day when all creation is gathered
in your loving arms.
With all your saints we give you glory O God, through Jesus Christ, in the strength of the Spirit,
now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant: And now let us pray with confidence the words our Savior has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The bread is broken and silence is kept, all sing the fraction anthem.
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Fraction Anthem: Be Known to Us Wonder Love and Praise # 875

Setting: Gary James. © 1992 Morningstar Music Publishers. Hymns reprinted under OneLicence.net #A-701323

Celebrant: Mindful that not all are present physically to receive the sacrament, we pray with
those who receive spiritual Holy Communion this day:
Lord Jesus, in union with your faithful people, we offer to you our praise and thanks. Since
we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we pray that you
come spiritually into our hearts. Strengthen us with your grace, O Lord, and let us never be
separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come.
Amen.
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived,
died, and rose again for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Communion

If you would like to receive the Eucharist, you may choose to receive both the bread and wine or only one of them. If
you receive the wine, please drop your empty cup into the recycling bin at the door. Note that hand sanitizer is
available as you exit. Please follow the arrows to go through the narthex (hallway) and back into the Sanctuary and
on to your seat.

Wherever you are on your journey, whatever you believe or don’t believe,
know that you are welcome at this table. For this is Christ’s table, and all are welcome.
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Communion Hymn 1: – Voices Found # 142 Bless Now

Words: Sylvia G. Dunstan. © 1991 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Music: Ana Hernandez © Ana Hernandez
Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323
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Communion Hymn 2: Voices Found #85 Circle the Table

Words: Mary Nelson Keithahn © 2000 Abingdon Press. Music: World Wide Communion, John D. Horman © John D. Horman.
Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323

Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant Let us pray: Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people
in the wilderness with the bread of angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. We thank
you for feeding us with this bread and wine. May this holy Communion give us strength and
courage, that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may be renewed for your service to others,
embody your desire for justice, and live lives of generosity in the steadiness of hope through Jesus
Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing
Celebrant: Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel
the way with us; so be swift to love, and make haste to be kind. And may the God of all Grace, the God
who made us, who loves us, and who travels with us, bless you and keep you in peace, this day and
always. Amen.
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Dismissal Hymn: LEVAS # 194 Lead me, Guide me

Words and Music: Doris M. Akers. Arr. Richard Smallwood. © 1953 Doris Akers. Controlled by Unichappell Music, Inc.
Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323

The Dismissal
Celebrant:
People:

Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude: Halloween Theme by Cody Carpenter, Daniel Austin Davies, and John
Carpenter, arr. by Mario Stallbaumer
Please put this service booklet in the recycling bin as you leave.
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