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Welcome and Introduction
Opening Hymn:

Hymnal #482 Lord of All Hopefulness

Shane, Traditional Irish Melody Words by Jan Struther

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The hymns are used by permission. One License.net A-701323

Our God is full of compassion and mercy:
So let us return again to you, O God.
Blessed be the God of our salvation.
Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.

The Celebrant continues:

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all
your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment
greater than these.”
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
O God, you know us to be set in the midst of so many and great dangers, that by reason of the
frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright: Grant us such strength and protection as
may support us in all dangers, and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen
Psalm 130:1-2, 5-8
Out of the depths have I called to you; O God; hear my voice; *
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
I wait for you, O God; my soul waits for you; *
in your word is my hope.
My soul waits for you, more than those who watch for the morning, *
more than those who watch for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the LORD, *
for with our God there is mercy;
With you, O God, there is great power to redeem, *
and you will redeem Israel from all their sins.
Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall
know that I am the Lord.”
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them,
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says
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the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may
live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them,
Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O
my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord,
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I,
the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
The Sermon: The Rev. Connie Reinhardt
The Nicene Creed

Words: The Nicene Creed. Music: St. Helena , Calvin Hampton The hymns are used by permission. One License.net A-701323

The Prayers of the People
We turn to you, O God, ever confident of your enduring presence in our lives, even in the midst
of fear and isolation, disease and death, with these our prayers of intercession, praise and
thanksgiving, confident that you are with us and that you will hear our pleas.
We respond: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Leader: We pray for those in positions of authority in the church and our society …..
We pray this day: Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Leader: We pray for the welfare of our community, our families and friends: …….
We pray this day: Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Leader: We pray for the most vulnerable in our midst, especially for: ………
We pray this day: Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Leader: We pray in thanksgiving for one another, and for all of those who reach out to us and to
others in need…… We pray this day: Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Leader: We pray for healing in mind, body and spirit: …..
We pray this day: Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Celebrant: Throughout all the times and seasons of our lives, and especially now in this season
of wilderness and exile, we know that we are on a journey without knowing where it will lead.
And we know, O Lord, that you call us to move from fear to security, from sickness to well-being,
from helplessness to confidence, and that you are with us for every step of that journey. In every
new day, in every piece of distressing news, in every act of kindness, in every small joy, you are
with us. Help us live this day in hope with the knowledge that we will in time arrive with you at
the Resurrection, ready to celebrate our passage with Christ from death to life, and from despair
to peace, trusting in the life of Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Announcements
Choir Anthem: A New Heart composed by Melissa Dunphy
Text from Ezekiel 36:26

I will give you a new heart
and put a new spirit within you.
I will take away your heart of stone.
I will give you a heart of flesh.
Prayers for Communion in Spirit
Celebrant: Though we are separated from one another spatially, we remain connected to each
other in heart and spirit as we contemplate the real presence of Christ in our midst. We
remember that Christ is truly present with us, not only in bread and wine, but in our daily lives.
Through this period of our physical separation, we fast from a literal participation in the sharing
of communion, while also knowing that we receive the presence of Christ through our desire to
share the sacrament. In that spirit let us pray:
Holy One, help us to remember past celebrations of the sacrament of bread and
wine, your presence in our community. We pray that you would continually
refresh and renew in us the feelings and desires that make this experience a sacred
and abiding one, even as we aren’t able to share it together in this time.
Instrumental Meditation
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Celebrant:

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray:

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and
love of God, and of Jesus Christ our Lord. And the blessing of God Almighty, God who created us, Christ
Jesus who brings us new life, and the Holy Spirit who guides and sustains us be with you now, and
remain with you always. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn:

LEVAS 189 Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Words: Thomas O Chisholm. Music William Runyan The hymns are used by permission. One License.net A-701323

The Dismissal
Celebrant:
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People:
Thanks be to God
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