The Season of Christmas
The Second Sunday of
Christmas
St. George’s Church
Glenn Dale Parish
The Episcopal Diocese of Washington

January 2, 2022
Welcome to St. George’s! We are glad to see you this morning, whether in person or virtually. Zoom
participants are welcome to leave your video camera on; at certain points during the service participants in
the sanctuary will see the gallery view of those taking part in the service via Zoom.

Prelude: We Three Kings, arr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947)
Opening Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #128 We Three Kings
Words and Music: John Henry Hopkins, Jr. (1820-1891). Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323

Celebrant:
People:

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God forever and ever. Amen.
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All pray together
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise: Gloria – My Heart Sings Out #80 The Light of Christ
Words and Music: Donald Fishel (b. 1950) © 1974 Word of God Music admin. T.C.C. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray together the Collect of the day: Almighty God, you have poured
upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our
hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
"Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel."
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
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I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the L ORD.
The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God
Psalm 84: 1-8
How lovely is your dwelling place, LORD Almighty!
My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the L ORD;
my heart and my flesh cry out
for the living God.
Even the sparrow has found a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may have her young—
a place near your altar,
LORD Almighty, my King and my God.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house;
they are ever praising you.
Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.
As they pass through the Valley of Baka, they make it a place of springs;
the autumn rains also cover it with pools
They go from strength to strength,
till each appears before God in Zion.
Hear my prayer, LORD God Almighty;
listen to me, God of Jacob.
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Gospel Hymn: My Heart Sings Out # 67 The Virgin Mary had a baby boy, verses 1 & 3
Words: West Indian Carol © 1945 Boosey and Hawkes, Inc. Music: Robert J. Batastini © 1991 G. I. A. Publications, Inc.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 2:41-52
The parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem every year for the festival of the Passover. And when
he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended
and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not
know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they
started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard
him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.
When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why
have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great
anxiety." He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be
in my Father's house?" But they did not understand what he said to them.
Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother
treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in
divine and human favor.
The Gospel of the Lord: People: Praise to you, Lord Christ
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The Sermon

The Rev. Connie Reinhardt

We Believe in God
Words paraphrase from Nicaean Creed. Music: BEACH SPRING The Sacred Harp harmony by Marty Haugen b. 1950 © 1995 G.I.A Publications, Inc.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323

The Prayers of the People
God of darkness and silence, you have pierced the quiet of this season by the utterance of your
Word in our flesh. May your word of compassion and reconciliation resound in us and through
us. We pray saying, God of love, receive our prayer.
At Christmas angels proclaim your peace and goodwill to all people. In this season, strengthen all
who work for peace and justice, we pray: God of love, receive our prayer.
At Christmas you come to us as a child cradled in a borrowed bed of straw when there is no room
in the inn. In this season, open our hearts to the needs of the homeless and the hungry, we pray:
God of love, receive our prayer.
At Christmas we rejoice in this time of rest and re-creation. Enrich our rejoicing and strengthen
the bonds between us, especially in this time of physical separation, we pray:
God of love, receive our prayer.
At Christmas Christians throughout the world celebrate the birth of Jesus. Unite us in one family
in Christ, that we may shine with the one light that scatters all our darkness, we pray:
God of love, receive our prayer.
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At Christmas your living Word leaps down, shedding light on all who dwell in darkness and the
shadow of death. Give strength and peace to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially
those suffering with Covid-19, and those who care for them. We pray:
God of love, receive our prayer.
We remember this day all who have died. We grieve for the more than 330,000 lives lost to the
pandemic in our country and for those around the world who have died, now in excess of 1.7
million. Bring peace for all who mourn, we pray: God of love, receive our prayer.
We pray in thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in this season, and for
all of the blessings of our lives. Assist us with your grace, that we may live in true gratitude,
we pray: God of love, receive our prayer.
Gracious God of love and light, hear these prayers we bring to you, and fulfill your purposes in us,
in the name of Jesus, your incarnate Word. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements and Blessings for Birthdays & Anniversaries
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant(s) and anyone
celebrating their birthday or anniversary this week as they begin another year. Grant that they
may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Offertory
Do good works and share what you have, for these are the sacrifices pleasing to God.
Many thanks for your financial support of St. George's.We encourage you to give electronically wherever possible. You
can use your phone to text stgeodragon to 72356. Or just use your web browser to go to
www.onrealm.org/StGeorgesChurch/Give. If your bank offers Zelle, you can use your banking app to send a donation
via Zelle to donations@stgeo.comcastbiz.net. There are also baskets at the entrance and exit doors of the Sanctuary
for donations of checks or cash.
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Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #480 When Jesus Left His Father’s Throne
Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854) Music Kingsfold English folk melody adapt Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy God, our Source and Ending, Alpha and Omega, we give thanks to you! You have called all
creation into being, setting the earth on its foundations. You have spread out the heavens like a
tent, and set a boundary to the seas, you have filled the world with your creatures and called all
things good. The heavenly beings are your messengers night and day, and with them we sing and
give glory to you:
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Sanctus: Hymnal 1982 # S128
Setting: Robert Powell (b. 1932). Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323

The Celebrant continues:

In these latter days, God leaned toward the earth and spoke to us by a Son, Jesus the Beloved.
Born of our sister Mary and the Holy Spirit, guarded by our brother Joseph with fatherly care,
Jesus came among us as a baby, humbly born, cradled beside the beasts and warmed by their
breath, human as we are, in need of human love.
Yet kings bowed down before him bringing gifts, and emperors were troubled by his
reign – this Child in whom all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.
This Word of God made flesh and full of grace was sent to deliver us from our sin, from the
power of evil and the fear of death. As a servant, Jesus emptied himself of might upon the
cross, and as the risen Anointed One is enthroned at God’s right hand to bring mercy and
justice to all the earth at the end of days.
And so we remember how Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it and gave it to his friends,
saying, “Take, eat, This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After
supper, Jesus took the cup of wine and blessed and gave it to them, saying: “Drink this, all of
you. This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
And so, rejoicing in all God has done for us, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Holy God, as you visited us in the birth of Jesus, visit us now by the power of your Spirit in
these creatures of bread and wine, making them for us the Body and Blood of Christ, the
banquet of heaven here on earth.
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Blessed God, shed your grace brighter than starlight on us that we may bear your good
tidings to all and renew the weary world in your name: the name of Emmanuel – GodWith-Us, to whom we give honor and glory in joy, now and for ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant: And now in the Light of Christ, we pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Celebrant says

Mindful that not all are present physically to receive the sacrament, we pray with those who
receive spiritual Holy Communion this day:
Lord Jesus, in union with your faithful people, we offer to you our praise and thanks.
Since we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we pray
that you come spiritually into our hearts. Strengthen us with your grace, O Lord, and let
us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the
life to come. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The bread is broken and silence is kept
Fraction Anthem G247 May We Be One (refrain only)
Fraction Anthem: Gather #247 May We Be One
Words: Rory Cooney (b. 1952) Music: Gary Daigle (b. 1957). © 1993 G. I. A. Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived,
died, and rose again for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Communion
Wherever you are on your journey, whatever you believe or don’t believe,
know that you are welcome at this table. For this is Christ’s table, and all are welcome.
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If you would like to receive the Eucharist, you may choose to receive both the bread and wine or only one of
them. If you receive the wine, please drop your empty cup into the recycling bin at the door. Note that hand
sanitizer is available as you exit. Please follow the arrows to go through the narthex (hallway) and back
into the Sanctuary and on to your seat.

Communion Hymn: 1: Hymnal 1982 #115 What Child Is This
Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) Music Greensleeves English melody Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323

Communion 2: Hymnal 1982 #247 Lully, Lullay, Thou Little Tiny Child
Words and Music: Coventry carol, 15th century. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323
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The Prayer of Thanksgiving
All pray together: Mysterious God, we thank you for feeding us with yourself; and for making
yourself known to us in the holy child Jesus, the Christ. Let us carry within our hearts your
Holy Spirit, that same Spirit which was in Jesus, so that that we may help bring your peace
to all the earth in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

The Blessing
May the God of the angels, who heralded Christ's birth,
bring joy to your hearts this night and always. Amen.
May the God of love, whose only Son to was born for you,
fill your life with love and peace. Amen.
May Emmanuel, God with us, be with you in all your doings and all your celebrations,
until he brings you into his eternal kingdom. Amen.
And may God Almighty, God who created us, Christ Jesus who brings us new life, and the Holy
Spirit who guides and sustains us, be with you now and remain with you always. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: Gather #485 City of God
Words and Music: Dan Schutte (b. 1947) © 1981 Daniel L. Schutte and New Dawn Music. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323
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Dismissal
Celebrant:
People:

Let us go forth in the power and the spirit of the Incarnate Word.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude: Auld Lang Syne, arr. Erik Helm
Please put this service booklet in the recycling bin as you leave.
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