Easter
The Great Fifty Days
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
St. George’s Church
Glenn Dale Parish •
The Episcopal Diocese of Washington
May 3, 2020
Prelude: Eintritt (Entry) from Waldszenen (Forest Scenes) by Robert Schumann
Welcome and Introduction
Opening Hymn: Hymnal # 304 I Come with Joy
Words Brian A. Wren; Music Land of Rest, American Folk Melody.(c) 1971 Hope Publishing Company
The hymns are used by permission. One License.net A-701323

Celebrant:
People:

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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All pray together: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Music: David Haas. ©1988, Gather, GIA Publications. The hymns are used by permission. One License.net A-701323

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when
we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where
he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
Psalm 23 prayed in unison
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. Glory to you, Lord Christ
John 10:1-10
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all
his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.
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They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the
voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them.
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the
gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly.”
The Sermon: The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop of Washington

The hymns are used by permission. One License.net A-701323
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The Prayers of the People
Celebrating the gift of new life in Christ, we offer our prayers for the world and all in need,
saying, To you, living Christ: We offer our prayer.
God of new life, because of the Resurrection, your light breaks into our darkness; your love
breaks down our fear; your presence breaks open our lives, and so even in this time of pandemic,
we praise you. To you, living Christ: We offer our prayer.
God of new life, because of the Resurrection, even now each day contains your promise. May
we seize every opportunity to share your compassion. To you, living Christ: We offer our
prayer.
God of new life, because of the Resurrection you give us the strength to confront poverty and
hunger, corruption and abuse of power. May we act for good in the world, trusting your lifegiving promise. To you, living Christ: We offer our prayer.
God of new life, we ask your healing touch to those who suffer in any way, especially those
affected by the Covid-19 virus. We pray for those who are isolated, lonely, or afraid; we pray for
those who are sick; we pray for those on our parish prayer list, and those whom we name silently
or aloud. To you, living Christ: We offer our prayer.
God of new life, we pray in thanksgiving for all that is good and gracious in our lives, even now.
To you, living Christ: We offer our prayer.
God of new life, because of the Resurrection death does not have the last word. We pray for all
who have died, that they find rest in your arms, and for those who mourn, that they be
comforted. To you, living Christ: We offer our prayer.
In all thanks and praise to you O God, who raised Jesus Christ from the dead and offers us new
life, we pray. Amen.
Celebrant: The peace of the Risen Christ be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Announcements and Blessings for
Birthdays & Anniversaries
Starting Monday, May 4 and continuing through the last Monday in
June we will be offering a bible study using the resource The Way of
Love Bible Challenge, in which we read a passage of scripture each day
for fifty days and gather weekly for conversation and reflection.
Starting on Tuesday May 12 and on the 2 nd and 4th Tuesdays of the
month we will be gathering virtually for Contemplative Prayer, an
invitation into stillness and God’s presence.
Details on both of these offerings can be found on St. George’s website –
www.stgeorgesglenndale.org/announcements. Go to the calendar for
links to the Zoom space for these.
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Offertory Hymn: Hymnal #664 My Shepherd Will Supply My Need!
Words Isaac Watts. Music Resignation ,Amerian Folk Melody The hymns are used by permission. One License.net A-701323

Prayers for Communion in Spirit
Celebrant: Though we are separated from one another spatially, we remain connected to each
other in heart and spirit as we contemplate the real presence of Christ in our midst. We
remember that Christ is truly present with us, not only in bread and wine, but in our daily
lives. Through this period of our physical separation, we fast from a literal participation in the
sharing of communion, while also knowing that we receive the presence of Christ through our
desire to share the sacrament. In that spirit let us pray:
Jesus, I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.
Though we cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite
myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
Instrumental Meditation - Träumerei (Dreaming) from Kinderszenen (Scenes from
Childhood) by Robert Schumann. Piano Dr. Joshua Fishbein
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The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant: The Risen Christ is in our midst, and so with Christ we pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of
your Son our Lord, and you draw us into your embrace in the person of the Good
Shepherd whose voice calls to us: We offer to you our humble thanks and praise for the
blessings we have received this day through our worship of you; we pray that the week
to come may be spent in your embrace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Easter Blessing
May God our Creator renew in you the creative Spirit that brings healing and life to our world.
Amen.
May Jesus the Christ, uphold you in grace and love. Amen.
May the Holy Spirit fill you with courage to be bearers of God’s song of hope in the world. Amen.
And may the blessing of God be with you now, and remain with you always. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: Lead Me, Guide Me. LEVAS # 194
Words and Music Doris M. Akers, arr. Richard Smallwood © 1953 Doris Akers. Rightsong Music Publisher.
The hymns are used by permission. One License.net A-701323

The Dismissal
Celebrant: With the power that raised Jesus from the dead at work within you, go in
peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
People:
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
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