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The Nativity of Our Lord  

St. George’s Church  Glenn Dale, Maryland 
The Episcopal Diocese of Washington 

December 24, 2020 

 
Welcome to St. George’s! We are glad to see you this evening, whether in person or virtually.  This service booklet has everything 
you need to fully participate in tonight’s worship service, including scripture readings as well as prayers and music. 
 
Piano Prelude: On Christmas Night All Christians Sing arr. Michael Larkin (b. 1951) 
 
Prelude: Cantate Domino by Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612) Sung by St. George’s Virtual Choir
Latin text: 
Cantate Domino, canticum novum: cantate Domino omnis terra. 
Cantate Domino, et benedicite nomini eius, Annuntiate, annuntiate de die in diem salutare eius. 
Annuntiate, inter gentes gloriam eius, in omnibus populis mirabilia eius. 

English translation: 
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, and bless his name: announce his salvation from day to day. 
Announce among the nations his glory, and his wonders to all peoples. 
 

Opening Hymn:  Hymnal 1982  # 83 ~ O Come, All Ye Faithful 
Words:  John Francis Wade tr. Frederick Oakley.  Music Adeste fideles. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 

 

Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People: Glory to God forever and ever.  Amen. 
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All pray together:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

Gloria: Hymnal 1982 S280  Sung by St. George’s Virtual Choir 
Robert Powell Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant:   Let us pray together the Collect of the day: O God, you have caused this holy  
night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known the  
mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and 
the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the 
yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments 
rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to 
us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 
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peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.     
The Word of the Lord. People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 96   
O sing to the Lord a new song: Sing to the Lord all the earth. 
Sing and give praise to God’s name:  tell the glad news of salvation from day to day. 
Proclaim God’s glory to the nations: God’s marvelous deeds to all the peoples. 
For you, O Lord, are great and highly to be praised: more to be feared than all the gods. 
The gods of the nations are no more than idols:  
but you, O Lord, are the one who made the heavens. 
Glory and majesty attend you: strength and beauty are in your sanctuary. 
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the nations: ascribe to the Lord honor and might. 
Ascribe due honor to God’s holy name: bring offerings, and enter the courts of the Lord. 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: let the whole earth stand in awe. 
Proclaim to the nations, “The Lord is King; the Lord has made the world so firm it cannot be 
moved:  And the Most High will judge the peoples with justice. 
Let the heavens rejoice, and the earth be glad: let the sea roar and all the creatures in it. 
Let the fields be joyful and all that is in them:  
then all the trees of the forest will shout with joy before the Lord. 
For you, O Lord, are coming to judge the earth:   
with righteousness you will judge the world and the peoples with your truth. 
 
Gospel Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #115 ~ What Child is This 
Words: William Chatterton Dix. Music Greensleves, English Melody. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Luke 2:1-20  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
The Gospel of the Lord.  People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon:  The Rev. Connie Reinhardt  
 
The Prayers of the People   Led by Maureen Groome-Lane 
 

This holy night, we pray to the God who comes among us in the birth of Jesus: 
Gracious God, as a star rose and drew people from great distances to Bethlehem that they might 
greet the Christ child, draw us, your church, and all of your people to you, that we might be who 
you call us to be:  In the peace and joy of Christmas, we offer our prayers to you, Holy One of 
blessing. 
 
As your Holy Spirit came to Mary, who in grace and courage said yes to your call, may the Spirit 
also be with each one of us, challenging us, renewing our lives, and calling forth our own yes to 
you.  In the peace and joy of Christmas, we offer our prayers to you, Holy One of blessing. 
 
As angels sang praises to you and proclaimed peace on earth and goodwill among all peoples, 
may you bring our nation and all nations your peace, and bring an end to division and discord.  In 
the peace and joy of Christmas, we offer our prayers to you, Holy One of blessing. 
 
As Jesus was born in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn, may you and we 
act on behalf of those who have nowhere to lay their head,  those who are hungry, those who are 
out of work, and those who are in need.  In the peace and joy of Christmas, we offer our 
prayers to you, Holy One of blessing. 
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As all who came to the Christ child at his birth celebrated in joy, may you also be present with 
those who celebrate and give thanks to you for the gifts in our own lives.  In the peace and joy of 
Christmas, we offer our prayers to you, Holy One of blessing. 
 
We remember this night all those who have died, especially all who have died during the 
pandemic.  We pray for all who mourn, that you may offer them comfort and peace.  In the peace 
and joy of Christmas, we offer our prayers to you, Holy One of blessing. 
 
Celebrant: Holy Lord, God of hosts, heaven and earth are indeed full of your glory, this night of  
all nights.  We thank you for sending us your beloved Son, come to us in human form.  Help us, we  
pray, to make room for this beloved child in our hearts, that we may truly know the joy of this 
Christmas season, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
 
The Offertory 
 
The Celebrant says     
Do good works and share what you have, for these are the sacrifices pleasing to God. 
 
Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #87 ~ Hark the Herald Angels Sing  
Words:  Charles Wesley. Music Felix Mendelssohn. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.            
People: And also with you.     
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Holy God, our Source and Ending, Alpha and Omega, we give thanks to you!  You have called all 
creation into being, setting the earth on its foundations.  You have spread out the heavens like a 
tent, and set a boundary to the seas, you have filled the world with your creatures and called all 
things good. The heavenly beings are your messengers night and day, and with them we sing and 
give glory to you:  
 

S 130 Holy, holy, holy Lord ~ Sanctus 
from Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert; arr. Richard Prouls 

 
The Celebrant continues: 
In these latter days, God leaned toward the earth and spoke to us by a Son, Jesus the Beloved. 
Born of our sister Mary and the Holy Spirit,  guarded by our brother Joseph with fatherly care,  
Jesus came among us as a baby, humbly born, cradled beside the beasts and warmed by their 
breath,  human as we are, in need of human love.  
 
Yet kings bowed down before him bringing gifts, and emperors were troubled by his 
reign – this Child in whom all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.  
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This Word of God made flesh and full of grace was sent to deliver us from our sin, from the power 
of evil and the fear of death. As a servant, Jesus emptied himself of might upon the cross, and as 
the risen Anointed One is enthroned at God’s right hand to bring mercy and justice to all the earth 
at the end of days.  
And so we remember how Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it and gave it to his friends, 
saying, “Take, eat, This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  After 
supper, Jesus took the cup of wine and blessed and gave it to them, saying: “Drink this, all of you. 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

 
And so, rejoicing in all God has done for us, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Holy God, as you visited us in the birth of Jesus, visit us now by the power of your Spirit in these 
creatures of bread and wine, making them for us the Body and Blood of Christ, the banquet of 
heaven here on earth. 
 
Blessed God, shed your grace brighter than starlight on us that we may bear your good 
tidings to all and renew the weary world in your name: the name of Emmanuel – God-
With-Us, to whom we give honor and glory in joy, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Celebrant: And now let us pray together in the words that Christ has taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,  But deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,For ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
The Celebrant says 
Mindful that not all are present physically to receive the sacrament, we pray with those who 
receive spiritual Holy Communion this day: 
 

Lord Jesus, in union with your faithful people, we offer to you our praise and thanks.  
Since we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we  
pray that you come spiritually into our hearts. Strengthen us with your grace, O  
Lord, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in 
this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The bread is broken and silence is kept 
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Celebrant:   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Celebrant:    The gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ lived, 
died, and rose again for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The Communion 
 

Wherever you are on your journey, whatever you believe or don’t believe, know that you are welcome at 
this table.  For this is Christ’s table, and all are welcome. 

 

 
Communion Anthem:  Lully, Lulla, Lullay by Philip Stopford ~ Sung by St. George’s 
Virtual Choir  
 
Refrain: 
Lully, lulla, lully, lulla, by, by, lully, lullay.  
Lully, lulla, Thou little tiny Child, by, by, lully lulllay. 
 
O sisters too how may we do for to preserve this 
day? 
This poor youngling for whom we sing by, by, lully 
lullay. (Refrain) 
 

Herod, the king, in his raging, charged he hath this 
day. 
His men of might in his own sight all young 
children to slay. (Refrain) 
 
That woe is me, poor Child for Thee, and ever morn 
and day. 
For Thy parting neither say nor sing, by, by lully, 
lullay. (Refrain) 

Post–Communion Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #111 ~ Silent Night 
Words: Joseph Mohr tr. John Freeman Young. Music: Stille Nacht, Franz Xaver Gruber. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 
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The Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
All pray together: Mysterious God, we thank you for feeding us with yourself; and for making 
yourself known to us in the holy child Jesus, the Christ. Let us carry within our hearts your 
Holy Spirit, that same Spirit which was in Jesus, so that that we may help bring your peace 
to all the earth in Jesus’ Name. Amen.  
 
The Blessing 
 
May the God of the angels, who heralded Christ's birth,  
bring joy to your hearts this night and always. Amen. 
   
May the God of love, whose only Son to was born for you,  
fill your life with love and peace.  Amen. 
 
May Emmanuel, God with us, be with you in all your doings and all your celebrations,  
until he brings you into his eternal kingdom. Amen. 
 
And may God Almighty, God who created us, Christ Jesus who brings us new life, and the Holy 
Spirit who guides and sustains us, be with you now and remain with you always. Amen.  
 
Dismissal Hymn:  Hymnal 1982 #100 ~ Joy to the World! 
Words: Isaac Waatts.  Music: Antioch, George Frederic Handel. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 
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Dismissal 
 
Celebrant: Go forth in the spirit and power of Christ the Incarnate Word. 
People:  Thanks be to God!  
 
Postlude:  Anthem ~ A Merry Christmas  arr. Arthur Warrel      
 
We wish you a merry Christmas 
We wish you a merry Christmas 
We wish you a merry Christmas 
And a happy New Year 

[Chorus] 
Good tidings we bring to you and your kin 
We wish a merry Christmas and a happy New Year 
Now bring us some figgy pudding 
Now bring us some figgy pudding 
Now bring us some figgy pudding 
Now bring some out here.  [Chorus] 
 

For we all like our figgy pudding 
For we all like our figgy pudding 
For we all like our figgy pudding 
With all this good cheer.  [Chorus] 
 
And we won’t go until we get some 
And we won’t go until we get some 
And we won’t go until we get some 
So bring some out here.  [Chorus] 
We wish you a merry Christmas 
We wish you a merry Christmas 
We wish you a merry Christmas 
And a happy New Year.  

 


