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The Nativity of Our Lord 
 

St. George’s Church, Glenn Dale Parish 
Episcopal Diocese of Washington 

December 24, 2022 
9:00 pm. 

 

Welcome! We are glad to have you here with us this evening, as we celebrate the holy occasion of Jesus' 
birth. We hope you enjoy your experience at St. George’s and that you will come again.   

Our Sunday services are at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
Zoom participants are welcome to leave your video camera on; at certain points during the service 
participants in the sanctuary will see the gallery view of those taking part in the service via Zoom.  

 
The service begins with special music by St. George’s choir 

 
Songs of the Promise – Joseph M. Martin Solo – emma hadley 

 
Awake! Sing Gloria! – Joseph M. Martin 

 
Away in a Manger – James R. Murray; Mueller Arr. Joseph M Martin Solo – Edward Neuschler 

 
Mary Did You Know – Mark Lowry; Buddy Greene Arr. Jack Schrader 

 
Carol of The Bells – M. Leontovych; Peter J. Wilhousky Arr. Peter J. Wilhousky 

 
Still, Still, still – Austrian Carol; Cindy Berry Arr. Cindy Berry 

 
Rise Up, Shepherd, And Follow! – Traditional Spiritual Arr. Mark Hayes Solo – Ali Oliver-Krueger 
 

O, Holy Night – Adolphe Adam; John S. Dwight Solos – Laurie Lemieux and Annie Lemieux 
        

Emmanuel Has Come – Don Moen Arr. Cliff Duren Solo – Julia Jackson 
 

 
Please stand as you are able at the sound of the bell.  
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Processional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #100 Joy to the World! 
Words: Isaac Waatts (1674-1748).  Music: Antioch, George Frederic Handel (1685-1759). Adapted and arranged by Lowell Mason (1792-1872)  
Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 

 

 
 

Celebrant:  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People:  Glory to God forever and ever. 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, and all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

Gloria: Hymnal 1982 #96 Angels We Have Heard on High Verses 1 and 3 
Words: French Carol Translated by James Chadwick (1813-1882). Music:  Gloria, French Carol arranged by Edward Shippen Barnes (1997-1958) 
Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 
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Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
Celebrant: Let us pray together:  
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light:  
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy  
him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns,  
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the 
yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments 
rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to 
us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
 
The Word of the Lord. People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 98 
 
Sing to the Lord a new song:  
          for the Lord has done marvelous things. 
With your own right hand O Lord, and with your holy arm:  
          you have gained for yourself the victory. 
You have made known your victory:  
          you have displayed your saving power to all nations. 
You have remembered your faithfulness and your love to the house of Israel:  
          and all the ends of the earth have seen your victory. 
Shout with joy to the Lord all the earth: 
          sing and rejoice with the sounds of melody. 
Sing to the Lord with the harp:  
          with the harp and the voice of song. 
With trumpets also and horns:  
          shout with joy before the Lord our king. 
Let the sea roar and all that is in it:  
          the world and those who inhabit it. 
Let the rivers clap their hands:  
          and let the hills rejoice together before the Lord. 
For you O Lord are coming to judge the earth:  
          with righteousness you will judge the world and the peoples with equity. 
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Gospel Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #87 Hark the Herald Angels Sing  
Words:  Charles Wesley(1707-1788)y. Music: Mendelssohn. Felix Mendelssohn 1809-1847) Adapted by  William H. Cummings (1831-1915). 
 Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323   

 

 

 

 

 
 
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Luke 2:1-20 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
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Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon The Rev. Connie Reinhardt 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 
This holy night, we pray to the God who comes among us in the birth of Jesus: 
 
Gracious God, as a star rose and drew people from great distances to Bethlehem that they might 
greet the Christ child, draw us, your church, and all of your people to you, that we might be who 
you call us to be:  In the peace and joy of Christmas, we offer our prayers to you, Holy One of 
blessing. 
 
As your Holy Spirit came to Mary, who in grace and courage said yes to your call, may the Spirit 
also be with each one of us, challenging us, renewing our lives, and calling forth our own yes to 
you.  In the peace and joy of Christmas, we offer our prayers to you, Holy One of blessing. 
 
As angels sang praises to you and proclaimed peace on earth and goodwill among all peoples, 
may you bring our nation and all nations your peace, and bring an end to poverty and war.  In the 
peace and joy of Christmas, we offer our prayers to you, Holy One of blessing. 
 
As Jesus was born in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn, may you and we 
act on behalf of those who have nowhere to lay their head, those who are vulnerable, and those 
who are hungry.  In the peace and joy of Christmas, we offer our prayers to you, Holy One of 
blessing. 
 
As all who came to the Christ child at his birth celebrated in joy, may you also be present with 
those who celebrate and give thanks to you for the gifts in our own lives.  In the peace and joy of 
Christmas, we offer our prayers to you, Holy One of blessing. 
 
We remember this night all those who have died, and those who mourn, that you may offer them 
comfort and peace. In the peace and joy of Christmas, we offer our prayers to you, Holy One 
of blessing. 
 
Celebrant:  
Holy Lord, God of hosts, heaven and earth are indeed full of your glory, this night of all nights.  We  
thank you for sending us your beloved Son, come to us in human form.  Help us, we pray, to make  
room for this beloved child in our hearts, that we may truly know the joy of this Christmas season,  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People:  And also with you.  
 

The Offertory 
The celebrant says 
Do good works and share what you have, for these are the sacrifices pleasing to God. 
 
Many thanks for your financial support of St. George’s. We encourage you to give electronically wherever possible. Text 
stgeodragon to 72356. Or just use your web browser to go to www.onrealm.org/StGeorgesChurch/Give.  You may also donate via 
Zelle to  donations@stgeorgesglenndale.org. Baskets at the doors of the Sanctuary may be used for donations of checks or cash. 
 

Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #78 O little town of Bethlehem 
Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) Music: Forest Green, English melody harmonized by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you 
People:    And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Holy God, our Source and Ending, Alpha and Omega, we give thanks to you!  You have called all 
creation into being, setting the earth on its foundations. You have spread out the heavens like a 
tent, and set a boundary to the seas, you have filled the world with your creatures and called all 
things good. The heavenly beings are your messenger’s night and day, and with them we sing and 
give glory to you: 
 
Sanctus:  Hymnal 1982 #S 125  Holy holy, holy Lord 
 Setting from  A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937) Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 
 
 
In these latter days, God leaned toward the earth and spoke to us by a Son, Jesus the Beloved.  
 
Born of our sister Mary and the Holy Spirit, guarded by our brother Joseph with fatherly 
care, Jesus came among us as a baby, humbly born, cradled beside the beasts and warmed 
by their breath, human as we are, in need of human love.  
 
Yet kings bowed down before him, bringing gifts and emperors were troubled by his reign–  
this Child in whom all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.  
This Word of God made flesh and full of grace was sent to deliver us from our sin,  
from the power of evil and the fear of death.  
 
As a servant, Jesus emptied himself of might upon the cross, and as the risen Anointed One is 
enthroned at God’s right hand to bring mercy and justice to all the earth at the end of days.  
 
And so, rejoicing in all God has done for us, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again!  

Holy God, as you visited us in the birth of Jesus,  
visit us now by the power of your Spirit in these creatures of bread and wine,  
making them for us the Body and Blood of Christ, the banquet of heaven here on earth,  
as we remember how Jesus took bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to his friends, saying, 
“Take, eat, This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
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We remember that after supper, he took a cup of wine and blessed and gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink this, all of you. This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you and for all for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
Blessed God, shed your grace brighter than starlight on us that we may bear your good 
tidings to all and renew the weary world in your name: the name of Emmanuel –  
God-With-Us, to whom we give honor and glory in joy, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Celebrant: And now let us pray together in the words that Christ has taught us: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be thy Name,  

         thy kingdom come,  
         thy will be done,  
                     on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses 
    as we forgive those  
          who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, 

      but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom,| 
         and the power, and the glory,  
          for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The bread is broken and, after a period of silence, all sing together. 
 
Fraction Anthem: Gather #247 May We Be One  
Words:  Rory Cooney (b. 1952) Music: Gary Daigle (b. 1957). © 1993 G. I. A. Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 

 

 
The Celebrant says 

Mindful that not all are present physically to receive the sacrament, we pray with those who 
receive spiritual Holy Communion this day: 
 

Lord Jesus, in union with your faithful people, we offer to you our praise and thanks.  
Since we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we  
pray that you come spiritually into our hearts. Strengthen us with your grace, O  
Lord, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in 
this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
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Celebrant: The gifts of God, for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived, 
died, and rose again for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 

 
Everyone present is invited to share in the Holy Communion.  This is Christ’s table, and all are welcome.  

 
 If you would prefer not to receive the Eucharist, you are welcome to come up for a blessing; cross your 

hands to your shoulders to indicate this to the priest. 
 

 
 

 
 

Communion Hymn 1: Hymnal 1982 #89 It came upon the midnight clear 
Words: Edmund H. Sears (1810-1870). Music: Carol, Richard Storrs Willis (1819-1900).  Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 
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Communion Hymn 2: Hymnal 1982 #111 Silent Night 
Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848) tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885). Music: Stille Nacht, Franz Xaver Gruber (1787-1863). 
 Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 

 

 
 

 
The Prayer of Thanksgiving 
All pray together: Mysterious God, we thank you for feeding us with yourself; and for making 
yourself known to us in the holy child Jesus, the Christ. Let us carry within our hearts your 
Holy Spirit, that same Spirit which was in Jesus, so that that we may help bring your peace 
to all the earth in Jesus’ Name. Amen.  
 
The Blessing 
 

May the God of the angels, who heralded Christ's birth,  
bring joy to your hearts this night and always. Amen. 
   

May the God of love, whose only Son to was born for you,  
fill your life with love and peace.  Amen. 
 

May Emmanuel, God with us, be with you in all your doings and all your celebrations,  
until he brings you into his eternal kingdom. Amen. 
 

And may God Almighty, God who created us, Christ Jesus who brings us new life, and the Holy 
Spirit who guides and sustains us, be with you now and remain with you always. Amen.  
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Dismissal Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #105 God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 
Words: London carol, 18th Century. Music: God Rest You Merry from Little Book of Christmas Carols. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 

 

 

 

 
Celebrant: Go forth in the spirit and power of Christ the Incarnate Word.  
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude:  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


