Easter
The Great Fifty Days
The Third Sunday of Easter
St. George’s Church
Glenn Dale Parish •
The Episcopal Diocese of
Washington
April 26, 2020
Prelude: This Joyful Eastertide by Paul Bouman performed by Dr. Joshua Fishbein
Welcome and Introduction
Opening Hymn: Hymnal # 296 That Easter Day With Joy was Bright
Words John Brownlow Geyer; Music Engelberg, Charles Villiers Stanford. The hymns are used by permission. One License.net A-701323
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Celebrant:
People:

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

All pray together:
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Music: David Haas. ©1988, Gather, GIA Publications. The hymns are used by permission. One License.net A-701323

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking
of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his
redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm 116
I love you, O God, because you have heard the voice of my supplication,
because you have inclined your ear to me whenever I called upon you.
The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me;
I came to grief and sorrow.
Then I called upon the Name of the Holy One: "O God, I pray you, save my life."
How shall I repay you, O God for all the good things you have done for me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation and call upon the Name of my God.
I will fulfill my vows to you, O God in the presence of all your people.
I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and call upon the Name of my God.
I will fulfill my vows to you, O God in the presence of all your people,
In the courts of your house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
Hallelujah!
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. Glory to you, Lord Christ
Luke 24:13-35
Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with
them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of
them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place.
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning,
and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed
seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to
them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into
his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things
about himself in all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going
on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the
day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them,
he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and
they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the
eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and
how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon: The Rev. Connie Reinhardt
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The hymns are used by permission. One License.net A-701323

The Prayers of the People
Celebrating the gift of new life in Christ, we offer our prayers for the world and all in need,
saying, To you, living Christ: We offer our prayer.
God of new life, because of the Resurrection, your light breaks into our darkness; your love
breaks down our fear; your presence breaks open our lives, and so even in this time of pandemic,
we praise you. To you, living Christ: We offer our prayer.
God of new life, because of the Resurrection, even now each day contains your promise. May
we seize every opportunity to share your compassion. To you, living Christ: We offer our
prayer.
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God of new life, because of the Resurrection you give us the strength to confront poverty and
hunger, corruption and abuse of power. May we act for good in the world, trusting your lifegiving promise. To you, living Christ: We offer our prayer.
God of new life, we ask your healing touch to those who suffer in any way, especially those
affected by the Covid-19 virus. We pray for those who are isolated, lonely, or afraid; we pray for
those who are sick; we pray for those on our parish prayer list, and those whom we name silently
or aloud. To you, living Christ: We offer our prayer.
God of new life, we pray in thanksgiving for all that is good and gracious in our lives, even now.
To you, living Christ: We offer our prayer.
God of new life, because of the Resurrection death does not have the last word. We pray for all
who have died, that they find rest in your arms, and for those who mourn, that they be
comforted. To you, living Christ: We offer our prayer.
In all thanks and praise to you O God, who raised Jesus Christ from the dead and offers us new
life, we pray. Amen.
Celebrant: The peace of the Risen Christ be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Announcements and Birthday & Anniversary Blessings
Offertory Hymn: Hymnal #180 Christ is Alive!
Words Cecil Frances Alexander, Music Unser Hernascher, Joachim Neander The hymns are used by permission. One License.net A-701323
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Prayers for Communion in Spirit
Celebrant: Though we are separated from one another spatially, we remain connected to each
other in heart and spirit as we contemplate the real presence of Christ in our midst. We
remember that Christ is truly present with us, not only in bread and wine, but in our daily
lives. Through this period of our physical separation, we fast from a literal participation in the
sharing of communion, while also knowing that we receive the presence of Christ through our
desire to share the sacrament. In that spirit let us pray:
Jesus, I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.
Though we cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite
myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
Musial Meditation

“We Tell Each Other Stories” from Considering Matthew Shepard

Composed by Craig Hella Johnson. Soprano, Laurie Lemieux, piano Dr. Joshua Fishbein
We tell each other stories so that we will remember,
try and find the meaning in the living of our days.
Always telling stories wanting to remember
where and whom we came from, who we are.
Sometimes there’s a story that’s painful to remember,
one that breaks the heart of us all.
Still we tell the stories, we’re listening and confessing
what we have forgotten in the story of us all.
We tell each other stories so that we will remember,
try and find the meaning.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant: The Risen Christ is in our midst, and so with Christ we pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son
our Lord, and you make yourself known to us in the person of Jesus, who appeared to his
friends on the road to Emmaus: We offer to you our humble thanks and praise for the
blessings we have received this day through our worship of you; we pray that the week to
come may be spent in your presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Easter Blessing
May God our Creator renew in you the creative Spirit that brings healing and life to our
world. Amen.
May Jesus the Christ, uphold you in grace and love. Amen.
May the Holy Spirit fill you with courage to be bearers of God’s song of hope in the world.
Amen.
And may the blessing of God be with you now, and remain with you always. Amen.
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Dismissal Hymn
Hymn of St. George’s Church
Sung by the St. George’s
Virtual Choir
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The Dismissal
Celebrant: With the power that raised Jesus from the dead at work within you, go in
peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
People:
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
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