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St. George’s Church 

       Glenn Dale Parish  
The Episcopal Diocese of Washington 

 
November 27, 2022 

 
First Sunday of Advent 

 
Welcome to St. George’s! We are glad to see you this morning, whether in person or virtually.    

May our worship nourish you for your journey of faith. 
Zoom participants are welcome to leave your video camera on; at certain points during the service 
participants in the sanctuary will see the gallery view of those taking part in the service via Zoom.  

 
 

Prelude:   My Tribute 
 
Opening Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #68 Rejoice! Rejoice Believers 
Words:  Laurentius Laurenti (1660-1722) Tr. Sarah B Findlater (1823-1907).  
Music: Llangloffan from Hymnau a Thomas Gwasanaeth yr Eglwys yng Nighymru, 1865. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 

 

 
 
Celebrant: Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People:       You come to your people and set them free. 
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All pray together:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 
Gloria:  MHSO #61 Prepare the Way of the Lord 
Words:: Taize Community. Music:  Jaques Berthier (1923 – 1994) © 1984 Les Presses de Taize’, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323  

 

 
 

The Collect of the Day  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
 
Celebrant:   Let us pray together the Collect of the Day: 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

 
The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God     
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Psalm 122 
 
I was glad when they said to me,  
        “Let us go to the house of the LORD." 
Now our feet are standing 
         within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is built as a city  
         that is at unity with itself; 
To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD,  
         the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the LORD. 
For there are the thrones of judgment,  
         the thrones of the house of David. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:   
         "May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls  
         and quietness within your towers. 
For my companions' sake,  
         I pray for your prosperity. 
Because of the house of the LORD our God,  
        I will seek to do you good." 
 

LEVAS #13 My Lord, What a Morning 
Words and Music: Traditional Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mathew.  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Matthew 24:36-44 
Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood 
came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in 
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one 
will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour.”   

The Gospel of the Lord.    People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon:  

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God,  the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth,  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  the only Son of God,  eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light,  true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
     and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
       he suffered death and was buried. 
       On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
       he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
       and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the Prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
 
In this season of preparation for your birth, Lord Jesus, we wait for that time your prophet will 
say, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”  Stir up your might and come to 
save us as we look forward to your holy restoration.  We pray, saying Come O Come Emmanuel. 
 
In these waning days of autumn, we pray in gratitude for the changing seasons that reflect the 
beauty of creation.  For your wisdom and courage to care for your creation and preserve its 
resources for future generations, we pray:  Come O Come Emmanuel. 
 
In this season when we remember the challenging words of John the Baptist, we pray that you 
will continue to raise up prophets to tell the good news of salvation and call us to repentance and 
reformation.  For the church, for Michael our presiding bishop, Mariann our bishop, Connie our 
rector, and the community of St. George’s, we pray:  Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
 
In our civil society, we give thanks for leaders who take seriously their call to serve.  We ask that 
all leaders of nations speak the truth, lead with compassion, and act with justice.  That all who are 
held captive by any form of oppression may find liberation, we pray:  Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
 
In this land of plenty, we pray for those who lack the basic necessities of life.  For the children and 
families of Gaywood Elementary School and the Haiti Micah Project, for the homeless guests of 
the Warm Nights program, and for all those in need, especially those who are poor, those who are 
hungry, and those who are out of work, we pray:  Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
 
In a time when so many need healing, we pray for your wholeness, O God.  Grace us all with 
resilience to endure the challenges that face us and strengthen us to reach out to one another.  
For those who suffer, those who are sick, for those on our parish prayer list and those we 
remember in our hearts, we pray: Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
 
In the midst of life, we also face down the realities of death. O God who gives comfort, we pray for 
those who have died. The people may add their own petitions. For all who mourn, we pray:  Come, 
O Come Emmanuel. 
 
We pray in thanksgiving you O God, bringer of joy, especially for those who celebrate birthdays 
and anniversaries this week. For all the blessings of our lives, we pray:  Come, O Come 
Emmanuel. 
 
We pray in confidence and hope to the Christ comes into our world in peace and joy.  Amen. 
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The Confession and Absolution 
 
Celebrant: Now let us confess our sins to God.  Silence is kept. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.   

The Peace 
 
Celebrant:   The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People:   And also with you. 
 
Blessings for Birthdays & Anniversaries  
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant(s) and anyone 
celebrating their birthday or anniversary this week as they begin another year. Grant that they 
may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their 
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Offertory 
 
Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering holy and acceptable to God. 
 
 
Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #59 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding 
Words:  Latin 6th century; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861. Music:  Merton, William Henry Monk (1825-1889)  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 
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Many thanks for your financial support of St. George’s. We encourage you to give electronically wherever possible. Text 
stgeodragon to 72356. Or just use your web browser to go to www.onrealm.org/StGeorgesChurch/Give.  You may also donate via 
Zelle to  donations@stgeorgesglenndale.org. Baskets at the doors of the Sanctuary may be used for donations of checks or cash.   

 
The Great Thanksgiving   
  
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.            
People:  And also with you.     
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
 
The Celebrant continues: 

 

We give thanks to you, Holy One, that the days are surely coming when all the world will see the 
fulfillment of your promise of salvation. You alone are our righteousness, our only hope for justice 
and peace.  
 
We rejoice and sing to you with gladness, for you have renewed us by your love, restoring 
the fortunes of the lost, gathering up the broken and outcast, and giving them a home in you. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and the faithful of every 
time and place who forever sing to the glory of your name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord  Wonder, Love and Praise  #585 
American folk melody Arr. Marcia Power. © Church Pension Fund. Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 
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The Celebrant continues:  
 
We give you thanks O God for sending Jesus to be our way in the wilderness: at his word, every 
valley is lifted and every mountain made low; in his body, all flesh shall see your saving power.  

Born of Mary, Jesus Christ is our salvation and strength, the fulfillment of your word and 
the hope of generations.  For he lifts up the lowly and fills the hungry with good things. 

And so we remember that on the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  He 
took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying:  “Drink 
this, all of you.  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come 
again.  

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 

Gracious God, we ask you to pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts that they 
may be the body and blood of Christ. By your Spirit, unite us with Christ and with your church in 
all the world.  

Guard our hearts and minds by the power of Christ Jesus. Speak to our anxieties with the 
peace that passes understanding, and let our gentleness and joy be a sign of his gracious 
presence. 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 
almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Blessed are you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer –Traditional Version 

 

Celebrant: The Risen Christ is in our midst, and so with Christ we pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done, 
           on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The bread is broken and silence is kept. 
 

Fraction Hymn:  Christ our Passover   
Setting:  Peter Crisafulli, based on Christ ist erstanden from Music for the Holy Eucharist Rite II © 2002 Peter Cristafulli. Enriching our Worship #26 

 

 
Celebrant: Mindful that not all are present physically to receive the sacrament, we pray with 
those who receive spiritual Holy Communion this day: 

 
Lord Jesus, in union with your faithful people, we offer to you our praise and thanks. Since 
we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we pray that you 
come spiritually into our hearts. Strengthen us with your grace, O Lord, and let us never be 
separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come.  
Amen.  
  
Celebrant:  The gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ lived, 
died, and rose again for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
  

The Communion 
 

Wherever you are on your journey, whatever you believe or don’t believe,  
know that you are welcome at this table.  For this is Christ’s table, and all are welcome. 

 
If you would like to receive a blessing rather than the bread and wine,  

please indicate this to the Celebrant by crossing your arms in front of your chest. 
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Communion Hymn 1: Hymnal 1982 #57 Lo! He comes, with clouds descending 
Words:  Charles Wesley (1707-1788) Music:  Helmsley, melody Augustine Arne (1710-1778). Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Communion Hymn 2: Levas #4 Better Be Ready 
Words and Music:  Traditional Spiritual.  Arranged R. Nathaniel Dett (1882-1943) © 1936 Paul A. Schmitt Music Company assigned to 
Belwin Mills, Made in the USA.  Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 
1. Oh! Rise up children get your crown,  

And by your Savior’s side sit down. 
2. What a glorious morning that will be,  

Our friends and Jesus we shall see. 
3. O shout you Christians, you’re gaining ground,  

We’ll shout old Satan’s kingdom down. 
4. I soon shall reach that golden shore.  

And sings the songs we sang before. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
 
Celebrant: Let us pray:  
God of new beginnings, we thank you for drawing near to us in word and sacrament to 
strengthen us with your love and to renew us for your service.  Kindle in us the fire of 
your Spirit, that your light would so shine through us that all may welcome your Son at 
his coming.  This we ask in the name of Jesus Emmanuel, who was and is and is to come.  
Amen.  
 

Announcements 
 
The Blessing 
May the God who brings heaven close to earth give truth to our judgment and flame to our 
longing, that our hearts might be ready to be born again in love; and may the blessing of God 
Almighty, God who created us, Christ Jesus who gives us new life, and the Holy Spirit who 
guides and sustains us, be with you now and remain with you always. Amen.  
 
Dismissal Hymn: Wonder, Love, and Praise #721 Signs of endings all around us 
Words:  Dean W. Nelson © 1988 Dean W. Nelson.(b. 1944)  Music: Ton-y-Botel, Thomas John Williams (1869-1944). Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701323 

 

 

 

 
 
The Dismissal 

Celebrant:   Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
     People:       Thanks be to God.   

Postlude:  We Gather Together 
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Lent in Plain Sight Begins Today 
 
As we enter the Season of Advent, you are invited to reflect on Sacred Scripture each day and through the 
Christmas Season as we anticipate and celebrate the birth of Jesus. Each week the readings and 
commentary organized by Jill Duffield in her book, Advent in Plain Sight, center around an object from our 
daily experience.  The object for this first week of Advent is a gateway. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Copies of the book are available at church.  You can also email Terry Doyle at terrencedoyle@msn.com or 
speak with Connie if you would like a copy.  We ask for a donation of $12 for the book. We will also offer a 
weekly gathering on Zoom to discuss the theme for each week.  Each session will begin at 7:00 pm and 
conclude around 8:15, starting on November 29 and concluding on January 3. Or if you prefer you may do 
this as a personal Advent devotion on your own. 
 
In keeping with the gateway image, the theme for this week examines the places in our lives in which we 
are on the threshold or doorway between what has been and what is yet to be. 
 
Our reflection questions for this week are: 
 

1. What comes to mind when you think of gates? What is their purpose or significance in your life? Are 
there any gates (or doorways/thresholds) that hold special meaning for you? 

2. Have you ever experienced a “thin place,” where divine things seem visible or closer than usual? 
Where do you experience God’s presence during Advent? 

3. Read Deuteronomy 6:6–9 and reflect on the Jewish practice of mounting a mezuzah by the door- way 
of one’s home. What words of God do you most need to be reminded of as you pass through the door 
or gate of your home? 

4. Do you struggle to think about the Second Coming of Jesus during Advent? What can we learn from 
reflecting on Jesus not only preparing to be born from his mother’s body but also “standing at the 
gates” ready to return to earth in glory? 

5. When you think of a gate as a boundary, who do you picture waiting near the gate to be let in? Who is 
waiting along the edge of our communities needing an invitation or voice of welcome? Who is being 
shut out? 

6. What else stood out to you in this week’s devotions? 
 
Please tell Connie or Terry Doyle if you plan to participate in the Zoom gatherings.  The link for each 
session is:    https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82098523907  
Meeting ID: 820 9852 3907 
One tap mobile:  +13017158592,,82098523907# US (Washington DC) 
Dial by your location:  +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
 


